[The norms of SF-36 scale scores in urban and rural residents of Sichuan province].
To develop the norms of SF-36 in Sichuan, China. A total of 1603 rural residents and 646 urban residents were surveyed. Both the US scaling criteria and China scaling criteria were used to score the 8 domains of the SF-36 and compared with the norms of Hong Kong and US populations. The scores of the 8 domains of the SF-36 using China scaling criteria were highly correlated with those using the US scaling criteria, with correlation coefficients greater than 0.98, however, the mean scores using the two scaling criteria were different significantly. The norms of the Sichuan population were more similar to the Hong Kong norms than the US norms. The scores of the SF-36 were different between different age and sex groups and between urban and rural populations. We have developed the norms of SF-36 by age/sex groups in urban and rural population of Sichuan, China.